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MEETING NOTICE 
There will be a meeting of the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

of the 
BERKSHIRE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, January 8, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. 
 

This will be a virtual meeting as allowed by An Act relative to extending certain measures 
adopted during the COVID-19 emergency which extended certain provisions of the Open Meeting 

Law, G.L. c.30A sec.20, until June 30, 2027. 
 

To participate virtually, join the Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3926128831?omn=83136365185 

Meeting ID: 392 612 8831 
Dial by location, 646 931 3860, 646 558 8656, 305 224 1968 

 
Meeting materials are on BRPC’s website: www.berkshireplanning.org.  

Click the calendar of events, then the meeting name, and follow the link to the materials. 
 

AGENDA  (all times approximate) 
I. Call to Order & Open Meeting Law Statement (4:00) 
II. Roll Call of Executive Committee Members Attending the Meeting  
III. Vote to Approve the Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of December 4, 2025*  
IV. Financial Reports and Discussion (4:05) 

A. Vote to Approve the November 25, 2025 – December 29, 2025 Expenditures Report*  
B. Report on Accounts Receivable – December 2025 
C. Report on the Line of Credit – December 2025 
D. Financial Procedures Update 

V. Open Comments from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission Delegates and Alternate 
Delegates, not to be further discussed at this meeting by the Executive Committee (4:10) 

VI. Items Requiring Action* (4:15) 
A. Vote to Ratify the Submission of a Grant Application to the Massachusetts Municipal 

Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) 2.0 Regional Planning Grant Program for the Mount 
Greylock Region* 

B. Vote to Approve the Submission of a Grant Application to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for Brownfields Assessment Funding*  

C. Vote to Ratify the Submission of a Grant Application to the National Association of 
County & City Health Officials (NACCHO)’s Reimagining Health and Public Safety 
Overdose Initiatives (RHAPSODI) 2026 Funding Opportunity* 

D. Vote to Approve the BRPC Assistant Director, Laura Brennan, to be an Authorized 
Signatory for BRPC Until the New Executive Director Starts Working* 

E. Vote to Ratify the Execution of a Contract with the Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
Related to the MassGIS Roadmap for Municipal Land Use and Zoning Grant* 

F. Vote to Approve the Execution of a Contract with the Merrimac Valley Planning 
Commission Related to the MassGIS Addressing Grant* 

VII. Committee Updates, Reports, and Discussion                                                     (4:30) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3926128831?omn=83136365185
http://www.berkshireplanning.org/


 

BRPC has adopted the BRPC website www.berkshireplanning.org as its official posting method as allowed by  
940 CMR29.00 section 29.03 (3) (b) since November 2010. 

 

A. Commission Development Committee 
B. Environmental Review Committee 
C. Finance Committee 
D. Regional Issues Committee 
E. Berkshire Brownfields Committee 
F. Berkshire Metropolitan Planning Organization 
G. Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee 
H. Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 

VIII. Executive Director’s Report and Discussion                                                         (4:35) 
A. Report on New Contracts / Agreements 
B. Berkshires Tomorrow Inc. (BTI) Update 
C. Staff Updates 
D. Seasonal Communities Advisory Council Update  
E. Passenger Rail 
F. Electronic Records Retention 
G. Small Clean Energy Infrastructure Facility Siting and Permitting Regulations 
H. Battery Energy Storage Systems: Frequently Asked Questions on Fire Safety 

and Public Health 
I. Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Proposed 

Acquisition of an Interest of Land 
J. BRPC Public Health Program Update 

IX. Old Business and Discussion                                                                              (4:45) 
A. Update and Discussion about the Executive Director Search Process 

X. New Business and Discussion                                                                             (4:50) 
A. Discussion about Topics for the January 15, 2026 Commission Meeting 

 
 

XI. Adjournment*                                                                                                  (5:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Items Requiring Action 
 

 

http://www.berkshireplanning.org/
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	The Environmental Review Committee meets as needed and did not need to meet in December 2025.
	C. Finance Committee
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	The Department of Energy Resources (DOER) has announced that the draft regulations 225 CMR 29.00: Small Clean Energy Infrastructure Facility Siting and Permitting, https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H4827, are before the Joint Committee of Telecommun...
	 A clarification that the local consolidated permitting process is an optional process that municipalities are required to offer in addition to their traditional permitting process, and it is the applicant’s decision which process to choose.
	 Municipalities will have the option of offering the consolidated local permit starting July 1, 2026, but all municipalities must offer it as a permitting pathway starting October 1, 2026.
	 The Local Government Representative has been changed from the Municipal Clerk to the Chief Administrative Officer of the Local Government, or their designee.
	 Municipalities do not need to change their bylaws to comply with and implement the consolidated local permitting process under 225 CMR 29.00.
	Revised guideline documents for public comment will be circulated in the new year
	The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, working with the Department of Environmental Protection, Department of Energy Resources and the Department of Fire Services, developed responses to frequently asked questions about battery ener...
	The FAQ is intended to help state and local officials and community members answer common questions about BESS. Specifically, this FAQ addresses some commonly asked questions about grid connected lithium-ion BESS, with a particular focus on questions ...
	A pdf sheet of the FAQs is included in the meeting material and is available at https://www.mass.gov/info-details/battery-energy-storage-systems-frequently-asked-questions-on-fire-safety-and-public-health
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